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with him. It rests with Poland. On certain questions of vital interest
to the Reich, Poland must give way and accede to demands which
we cannot renounce. If Poland refuses, it is upon her that the
responsibility for a conflict will fall and not upon Germany."

These words, which I must insist were quoted to me in a strictly
confidential manner, seem to me to sum up fairly well the present
state of the German-Polish tension.

Although, bearing in mind the Chancellor's unfathomable pride,
his state of irritation and his boundless faith in his star, one cannot
rule out a priori the possibility of an angry gesture and an imminent
and brutal seizure of Danzig, I consider that, in the present state of
things, this is not the most likely contingency. I am more inclined
to believe that before resorting to extreme measures, the Government
of the Reich will attempt once more the method of negotiating with
Poland as understood by Hitlerian Germany, that is to say, by pressure
and blackmail, accompanied by the threat of force.

As I have already stated, Berlin has not yet lost all hope that
Poland will give way on the question of the return of the City of
Danzig to the Reich and the construction of an extraterritorial motor
road across the Corridor. This hope is all the stronger since, in spite
of the very clear way in which the English guarantee was drawn up,
they persist in thinking in Berlin that the British promise of assistance
does not include the Danzig problem.

On the other hand, as far as I can see, it seems that on the Polish
side it is thought that after the return of Colonel Beck there will be
a resumption of the diplomatic conversations begun last week with
Germany, which have so far failed. It goes without saying that
Germany will use the time during which these conversations may
continue for military preparations directed against Poland.

There is no doubt in my mind about one thing: the Chancellor
is resolutely determined to settle the Danzig question "one way or
another." On this subject Herr von Ribbentrop's remarks reported
above are typical and are confirmed by other reliable sources.

But, however exasperated the Fuhrer may be by the Anglo-Polish
negotiations and the threat of encirclement, however great his haste
to proclaim the return of Danzig to the Reich and to restore direct
communications between East Prussia and Pomerania, he cannot but
know that if this result is not obtained in an amicable way, it would
not be merely a matter of a military parade for the German army
marching across Polish territory. This time he would have to face
a conflict necessitating very extensive preparations.

According to convergent and reliable reports, it would seem that
'n the Chancellor's opinion the amicable solution suggested last week
':o Poland was to constitute only a stage. If this is passed in conse-
quence of a refusal on the part of Poland, the Reich will try to obtain
> solution of the whole problem of German-Polish relations, a problem
vhich has been artificially relegated to the background since 1934.
Poland will have to face the question: "To be or not to be?"

From another source it is pointed out that in the meantime the
saders of the Reich have not lost all hope of weakening the resolution